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“ComfortPlus”

Our optional “Comfort Plus” services package support with purchasing a shelf company
priced at € 500.00 + VAT

EVEN EASIER WITH THE
"COMFORT PLUS”
SERVICES PACKAGE

When it comes to founding or buying a company in Ger-
many, you need to plan carefully and consider all the legal,
tax and economic aspects. Buying a pre-existing and unen-
cumbered limited liability company significantly reduces
your level of risk and saves you time. However, there is more
to acquiring an operational business than just buying the
company. You also need to take further important consid-
erations and numerous official notifications into account.

In addition to developing a basic strategy for your company
and making many other decisions, you will need to submit
several official notifications before you can operate your
company.

We are happy to help you tackle your upcoming tasks and
required notifications so that you can get your business off
the ground, write invoices and start earning money even
faster.

We start our preparations parallel to the purchase process
of your limited liability company, to give you the maximum
head start in terms of time.

“ComfortPlus” services
» Notarial mediation
> Notifying the Transparency Register (UBO Register)
» Transparency Register extract (UBO Register extract)
» Registering your company for tax/obtaining a
tax ID number or VAT identification number
» Forms and explanations for registering your commercial

licence

The notary

1 Not found the right partner yet? We would be happy to
support you. We have an wide network of notaries through-
out Germany and we are at your disposal for support. Our
experienced consultants would be happy to help you identify
the suitable notary for your requirements. Feel free to discuss
your notarial needs with our team of consultants, and we will
find the right partner for you.

Notifying the Transparency Register
2 Anyone who forms or acquires a company in Germany
must ensure that they comply with legal regulations pertain-
ing to anti-money laundering and transparency and is legally
obliged under section 20 of the Money Laundering Act
(GwG) to register the beneficial owners with the Transpar-
ency Register, as well as keep their details up-to-date.



Our shelf companies are duly registered with the Trans-
parency Register when they are founded. The Money
Laundering Act requires that new beneficial owners be
registered with the Transparency Register once the ap-
pointment has been notarised and shares transferred. We
take care of this notification for you as part of our services
package.

Transparency Register extract

3 The extract from the Transparency Register provides
information about the beneficial owners of a company.
This is particularly important to ensure compliance with
the anti-money laundering regulations, the conduct of
business relationships and the fulfilment of legal obliga-
tions. You will need an extract from the Transparency Reg-
ister to present to the bank responsible for managing your
business account (when opening a new account or when
taking over an existing account) as well as when dealing
with other authorities. To obtain this extract, which is sub-
ject to a fee, you need to register with the relevant author-
ity, prove your identity and submit a corresponding appli-
cation for inspection. We will take care of all the necessary
steps and will send you your extract from the transpar-
ency register by e-mail after successful notification and
processing of your data.

Tax ID number

4 To integrate your limited liability company into the
general economy in Germany, to sell goods and services,
to issue proper invoices and to generate turnover, the
company must be registered for tax purposes with the
competent tax authorities and have been provided with a
tax ID number or a VAT identification number. These num-
bers must be included on invoices.

The relevant tax office will often refuse to register shelf
companies for tax purposes so as to maintain their status
as an economic start-up when shares are acquired and to
avoid the time-consuming process of re-registering the
company with the receiving tax office in the event that the
beneficial owners change at the same time as the regis-
tered office is relocated. Furthermore, there are further tax
obligations and advance VAT returns that are associated
with being issued a tax ID number and VAT number, not
to mention the possibility of tax returns that need to be
submitted regardless of whether any economic activity
has taken place.

The tax office regularly disagrees with this procedure,
could see it as an attempt at abuse and carry out an audit
on you immediately at the beginning, even though there
were no sales.

FORIS

That said, we want to work with you from the beginning to
the end of the sale process so that we may undertake the
extensive and complex preparatory work and be able to
submit a complete application for tax registration and the
issuance of a tax ID number to the authorities as soon as the
relevant documents have been notarised.

Registering your business

5 A business is any commercial or self-employed activity
for which the intention is to earn money and which is
carried out over a longer period of time in one’s name and
at one’s own expense, regardless of whether a profit is
made. If you are planning to start an operational business
with your com-pany and want to do so in the short term,
you must register a business in Germany. The business must
be registered con-currently with the start of operations.

We provide you with all the necessary forms and
explana-tions to make sure that this administrative task is
handled smoothly.

All our services from the “ComfortPlus” services package
make the best use of your time and also guarantee that your
company will be ready for operation in the fastest possible
time.

These services are provided by a subsidiary of FORIS AG,
FORIS Service GmbH, and invoiced to the purchaser of the
company for € 500.00 + VAT.

Online foris.com/vorratsgesellschaften/reservieren
E-Mail service@foris.com

T +49 228 95750-80

FORIS AG | Kurt-Schumacher-StraBe 18 - 20 | 53113 Bonn

ABOUT FORIS

As one of the industry leaders, we have been forming and
selling public companies for 20 years. Since then, we
have formed more than 10,000 companies.

By buying a ready-made FORIS shelf company, our cli-
ents save time and avoid the potential liability issues that
come with setting up on one’s own.
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